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with the security of our power in India,, and \ra!T
our means of restraining the enmity of Tippoo.
I have always known that an offensive war of any
long duration in Mysore, would be difficult, if not
impracticable, without the co-operation of the
Peishwah and of the Nizam, at least to the extent
of facilitating the supplies of provision to our
army in the field. A principal branch, therefore,
of the precautions which from the first moment I
proposed to take for our general defence, was the
restoration of these two members of the triple
alliance to the power of fulfilling their engage-
ments with us. And it was always my intention
that a negociation, accompanied with other mea-
sures for that purpose, should precede any attack
upon Tippoo. This part of my plan I have not
abandoned; it is now in train with very fair pro-
spects of success.

"I have annexed to this despatch, copies of
several letters from the Residents at Poonah and
Hyderabad, and of my recent instructions to them.
These papers will furnish you with a complete
knowledge of the actual dispositions and interests
of the two courts, as well as of the nature of the
system which I have framed for the purpose of
uniting them with us upon the original basis of
our subsisting treaties of defence against Tippoo,

" You will observe that my views have also
been directed to avert another danger which I
have long considered with great apprehension^ and